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Historical Highlights 
Army Maj. Arthur Nicholson, a 1980 NPS alumnus in national 
security affairs, will be honored this month by the Cold War 
Museum in Vint Hill, Virginia. Nicholson,s thesis, The Soviet 
Union and Strategic Nuclear War, remains timely and relevant 
today as U.S. defense officials express increasing concerns about 
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Russia,s contemporary nuclear 
weapons policies and operations. 
On March 24, 1985, Nicholson, as an 
attache assigned to the U.S. Military 
Liaison Mission in Germany, was 
shot and killed by a Soviet sentry 
outside of a military site near 
Ludwigslust, East Germany. He was 
interned with full military honors 
at Arlington National Cemetery on 
March 30. 
Nicholson is officially considered 
the last casualty of the Cold War, 
and the Cold War Museum has developed an exhibition to recognize 
him for his service to the nation. His thesis is among the more than 
30,000 NPS student theses available on the Dudley Knox Library's 
digital repository, Calhoun, at http://calhoun.nps.edu. 
Historical Highlights are provided by the Dudley Knox Library. 
